
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Bring a towel to dry yourself off 

4. Bring a camera 

  It is fun to have a picture of your baptism for 

memories. 

5. Invite family and friends 

  Your baptism service can be a powerful wit-

ness to friends and family. Prayerfully invite 

them to come. Usually the church has food 

and it is an informal time of fellowship. 

Summary 
  At a baptism service, we usually have the 

church gather together. After some singing 

and worship and reading the Word, we invite 

those being baptized to share their testimony, 

or how they became a Christian. It is an excit-

ing and memorable time for everyone. After 

the testimonies, we head to the water, usually 

a lake. One at a time, the pastor asks them if 

their desire is to follow Jesus fully and serve 

Him. They respond that they do. Then, repeat-

ing Matthew 28:19, they are put under the 

water and then raised up. Often the church 

people applaud the event!  

  Over the years fathers have asked to baptize 

their children. This needs to be requested of 

the pastor ahead of time and is usually fine. It 

can be a very meaningful experience for the 

family. 
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men and women. Simon himself believed and 

was baptized. And he followed Philip every-

where, astonished by the great signs and 

miracles he saw. 

Acts 16:14-15   Lydia 

  One of those listening was a woman named 

Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of 

Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The 

Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s 

message. When she and the members of her 

household were baptized, she invited us to 

her home. “If you consider me a believer in 

the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my 

house.” And she persuaded us. 

Acts 16:32-34   The Philippian Jailor 

  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him 

and to all the others in his house. At that 

hour of the night the jailer took them and 

washed their wounds; then immediately he 

and all his family were baptized. The jailer 

brought them into his house and set a meal 

before them; he was filled with joy because 

he had come to believe in God—he and his 

whole family. 

Preparation for Water Baptism 

1. Prepare your testimony. 

  This doesn’t need to be fancy or long. 

Simply: what your life was like before ac-

cepting Christ, when and how you asked 

Him into your life, and how He has changed 

your life. It can take as little as two to three 

minutes. 

2.  Bring a change of clothes 

  Remember that wet clothes are usually  

transparent. Men, women and children 

MUST wear a dark colored top or T-shirt. 

Heavier fabrics tend not to become as 

transparent.  Swimsuits under shorts or 

slacks may be worn under outer clothing to 

help prevent transparency.    

Three Reasons for Water  

Baptism 

One: It is commanded by Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” 

  When Jesus gave His disciples the Great 

Commission, the main verb He used was 

“make disciples.” This main idea was sur-

rounded by three subordinate verbs: go, bap-

tizing, and teaching. Therefore, disciple-

making included all three of these in the pro-

cess. Jesus saw baptism as important enough 

to include in the Great Commission. Therefore, 

following the Lord in water baptism is an act 

of obedience to our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

Two: It is an outward expression of 

an inward change. 

Romans 6:3-4 

  Or don’t you know that all of us who were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death? 
 
We were therefore buried with him 

through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

  The Greek word for baptism is baptizo and 

was used for describing dying cloth. A piece of 

cloth was immersed in a vat of dye and it took 

on all the properties of the dye. This is a fitting 

picture of water baptism. Romans six teaches 

us that God “baptizes” into Christ. The idea is 

to immerse. We are completely immersed into 

Christ when we become a Christian. Like the 

cloth taking on the dye, in our identity with 

Christ, we are identified with His death and 

resurrection. This is the message of Romans 

six. Water baptism is symbolic of this union 

with Christ. When the believer is put under the 

water, it represents us dying with Christ. When 

we come up out of the water, it shows us being 

raised with Christ. Therefore, it is a beautiful 

and meaningful picture of the believer’s com-

plete identity with Jesus and His death and 

resurrection 

Three: It is a public identification with 

Christ and His people. 

  This is implied throughout the Book of Acts, 

which records the beginning of the New Testa-

ment church. Just about every record of people 

turning to Christ included them being bap-

tized. This was a clear and bold expression of 

their identity with this new movement. It was 

taking a stand. 

Acts 2:41-47   New believers in Jerusalem 

  Those who accepted his message were bap-

tized, and about three thousand were added to 

their number that day.  They devoted them-

selves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fel-

lowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  

Everyone was filled with awe, and many won-

ders and miraculous signs were done by the 

apostles.  All the believers were together and 

had everything in common. Selling their posses-

sions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had 

need.  Every day they continued to meet togeth-

er in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sin-

cere hearts praising God and enjoying the favor 

of all the people. And the Lord added to their 

number daily those who were being saved. 

Acts 8:12-13   New believers in Samaria 

  But when they believed Philip as he preached 

the good news of the kingdom of God and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 


